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From the Editor 
Welcome to the first edition of Smokebox under my editorship.  First of all, I must salute the work 

done by Chris Pretty, who compiled Smokebox for so many years.  He did a great job, but hopefully 

he and you will forgive me for changing the format somewhat.  I’m not using a publishing package to 

assemble Smokebox, but I do have access to the latest version of Microsoft Word, so I’m using 

features I’m familiar with to create a new look to the newsletter.  I expect that none of you will be 

backwards in coming forward with constructive criticism! 

I’ve decided to include a picture showing the smokebox of a narrow-gauge steam locomotive in the 

header for each issue, to emphasise the branch of railway modelling that we pursue.  Those who 

know me well might not be surprised that for the first issue I’ve chosen a head-on shot of the Earl on 

the Welshpool and Llanfair Light Railway, descending into Cyfronydd.  The loco has been away in 

Aberystwyth throughout the pandemic undergoing major 10-year overhaul and is scheduled to 

return to the railway in July.  It won’t be in the black livery which it’s worn for so many years but will 

instead be in GWR mid-chrome green.  I wonder how many owners of models of the loco will 

implement a name and number change to reflect the loco’s new appearance? 

However, the picture doesn’t need to be the same for each issue, nor does it need to be of a full size 

loco.  It does need to be the smokebox of a narrow-gauge steam loco and the smokebox needs to be 

prominent, so if you’ve got any candidate pictures, let me have them for possible inclusion in a 

future issue. 

I’ve included in this first issue submissions from Bob Gamble and Ray Butler describing some of their 

modelling activities during the pandemic.  I’m keen to showcase some of the modelling that I 

suspect we all do in the comfort of our own gardens, workshops or on kitchen tables!  If you’ve done 

or made something which you’d like to share with the group in Smokebox, please email it to me at 

smokebox@bag16mm.org.uk and I’ll add it to a future issue. 

I hope you enjoy the rest of this Newsletter. 

Alan Regan, Smokebox Editor 

From the Chair 
Before Covid intruded once again and necessitated a change of date from the 4th of July to the 1st of 

August I was going to start this introduction “Exciting times ahead! I am very pleased to write just 

before we have our first full meeting in ages”. I have not changed my mind, I look forward to 

meeting members, running locomotives, drinking tea (Ed: see COVID-19 notice from Garth on page 

2) and generally nattering about railways. 

Much has changed since last we met, for a start this is our first session since the new committee 

were elected and we reveal our new, improved Eaton Downs.  

 

mailto:smokebox@bag16mm.org.uk
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As you know Chris Pretty resigned as Secretary, he will be a hard act to follow. During his tenure 

circumstances forced him to take on all the posts of the group. This makes the job of secretary seem 

onerous in the extreme, however your new committee are intent on returning the post to 

something approaching normality. Luckily many members have come forward with offers of help 

and as a result Alan has already made an outstanding start as Smokebox editor, Bob Carter will 

handle the needs of the national Bulletin and Ray Butler is helping distribute emails and posts to 

those without internet access. In addition, recently appointed committee member Steve Knapman is 

handling membership matters and Garth Bridgwood is now treasurer. All these members have 

reduced the load of a possible secretary considerably. As more tasks become identified I hope to 

spread these around the membership as well. It is hoped that the slimmed down tasks of secretary 

will soon be filled by a volunteer! Needless to say, I have a job description for all those interested. 

Some members were disappointed that Steam in Beds was abandoned for this year. I would like to 

assure you that we will run the show again as soon as possible, hopefully next year. The committee 

are of open mind regarding date and location, if any member has ideas about improving the format 

or any aspect, please let us know. If you would like to manage the show (note - not do every task 

yourself) don’t be shy in making yourself known. 

Bob Gamble, Chairman 

COVID-19 Notice 
Treasurer Garth Bridgewood has asked me to include the following: 

Although tea and coffee facilities will be provided, as a result of Covid 19 and also for Hygiene 

reasons it is recommended that members bring their own Mug & Spoon to BAG Meetings for the 

foreseeable future. 

Meeting Dates for 2021 
• Sunday 1st August 

• Sunday 5th September 

• Sunday 3rd October 

• Sunday 7th November 

• Sunday 5th December 

At the time of writing the start time is 10.00 and close at 15.30, however it is hoped that when Covid 

restrictions are lifted we can start at 10.30 and close at 16.00.  The next issue of Smokebox will 

notify any changes. 

Association News 
I’m expecting this issue of distributed to members W/C 21st June, by which time the 2021 National 

Garden Railway Show at the Peterborough Arena will be almost upon us as it takes place on 

Saturday 26th June.  The delay in implementation of Step 4 of the government’s COVID-19 Spring 

Plan means that the show will still take place over separate morning and afternoon sessions and will 

be all-ticket, sold in advance.  Ticket sales close at 09:00 on Thursday 24th June, so if you’re planning 

to go and haven’t yet secured your ticket, please do so online at 

www.nationalgardenrailwayshow.org.uk/tickets.  It will not be possible to buy tickets on the day, to 

comply with capacity limitations applied by government policy and the NHS Test and Trace service. 

Please also keep an eye on Shed Notice on the Association’s main web site or Latest News on the 

dedicated National Show site as both will be updated regularly in the run-up to the show.  The Board 

http://www.nationalgardenrailwayshow.org.uk/tickets
https://www.16mm.org.uk/category/shed-notices/
https://www.nationalgardenrailwayshow.org.uk/news/
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of the Association met remotely on 19th June to discuss further measures to improve access to 

outdoor seating and catering facilities between the session times referred to above.  Providing the 

Arena approve our plans, these facilities will be accessible after visitor leave session one, providing 

the opportunity to sit and chat with friends about what they’ve seen at the show, the hobby and life 

in general.  We’re also intending to issue paper wrist bands, colour-coded to each session, so that 

you can move freely between the car park if you need to return to your car or to go for 

refreshments.  At this stage, it looks like the weather is set to improve with 22 degrees and a dry 

day.  I hope to see some of you at the show! 

Alan Regan, Association Chairman & Membership Secretary 

Member’s Modelling 
The picture below was supplied by Bob Gamble and shows the re-railing jack on his scratch built 

Hunslet Leeds No. 1.  Also note the rivet heads on the tanks, smokebox, apron and front buffer 

beam.  All have been individually applied.  I have a Pearse Leeds No 1 as some of you may 

remember.  I fully expect Bob’s model to put mine to shame! 
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Ray Butler has provided the following summary of a couple of projects which have kept him 

occupied during the pandemic. 

Bakery Hand Cart 

 

These carts were used to deliver such commodities as bread, cakes and flour and were popular in 

the early 1900s.  The model I have constructed is based on the kit produced by IP Engineering. 

The finished model has been modified from the original kit (as some of you will know I never build a 

kit as per standard) in this case colour contrasting panels and rivet detail have been added. 

The text on the carts sides is both fact and fiction.  The fact-based information relates the date the 

bakery first started and the name relates the last owner of the bakery Tom Tudor who took over in 

1969 adjacent to Penrhyn Station until he retired some years ago.  The fiction part is that according 

to Tom he used vans not carts.       
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Industrial Waste Bin 

 

This item was supplied by Hardy’s Hobbies.   This company produces an extensive range of models in 

numerous scales; it’s certainly worth a look. 

The only aspect I was not completely happy with was the lack of sharp edges on some of the visible 

rubbish, so I added some real rubbish to improve the finished model.  

Eaton Downs Update 
Ted Robinson has provided the pictures of the new/rebuilt baseboards for Eaton Downs.  It’s 

planned to have the layout set up and in operation at the July meeting.  As the picture below shows, 

a significant addition is a second continuous run of 45mm gauge track. 

 

This second photo shows the full extent of the layout as will be used at the July meeting.  Also note 

the semi-circular baseboards at either end of the straights.  These were built by Bob Gamble and Ted 

Robinson in 2019 and 2020 and provide for both the expansion of the 45mm gauge section of the 
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layout and the easing of curves at each end.  I look forward to finding out whether 45mm gauge 

locos of my own to which the layout was previously inaccessible will now be able to make an 

appearance. 

   

Sales and Wants 
WANTED: 

John Kitchenman is seeking a Roundhouse Lilla.  If you have one for sale or know of someone who 

does, please contact John at john.kitchenman@btopenworld.com or on 01234 838978. 

FOR SALE: 

Scale Description Quantity Price 

10mm Ground Frame Disc Signals, painted 3 off   £5.00 each 

16mm RH Darjeeling Headlamp DLL unused 1 £10.00 

16mm RH Combination Lever & Crosshead CLCH unused 1 £15.00 

16mm Swift Sixteen Mk2 Buffers pack of 12 £8.00 

16mm “RUBY” etched brass nameplates, red background 1 pair £5.00 

16mm  Roundhouse Buffer Beams with centre coupling, ex loco 2 pairs £5.00 pair 

Posts and packing will be added at cost unless the buyer collects the items.  Photos are available on 

request.  Contact Garth Bridgwood at garth.g1@btinternet.com or on 07706 370364 

FOR SALE: 

An unstarted I P Engineering kit for a Darjeeling Mk2 Blue Guards/Luggage Coach.  Complete with 

Freelance Small Bogies and 32mm gauge wheel sets.  £75 (current RRP £95) plus £5 P&P.  May be 

able to deliver, depending on location.  Contact Paul Ross on 01442 267160 or 

paulross446@gmail.com. 

FOR SALE: 

A boxed LGB Explosion Wagon item 94208, which has probably never been opened.  Price £25.  

Please contact Andrew Neil on a.neal686@btinternet.com or 07967 361519. 

mailto:john.kitchenman@btopenworld.com
mailto:garth.g1@btinternet.com
mailto:paulross446@gmail.com
mailto:a.neal686@btinternet.com
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FOR SALE: 

A 2.4Ghz 3 channel transmitter and receiver manufactured by "Code".  Also, a 7 channel 2.4Ghz 

transmitter and receiver manufactured by "Exmitter", model type EX7, boxed.  Both were formerly 

fitted to Roundhouse locos and both come with handbooks.  Contact Bob Gamble at 01582 696820. 

FOR SALE: 

Baseboards: the refurbishment of Eaton Downs has rendered four of its baseboards surplus to 

requirements and these are being offered for sale.   They are each of nominal size 1214mm by 

896mm by 5mm ply supported on nominal 70mm by 20mm finished timber.  A representative board 

is shown in the photo below and the arrangement of legs varies according to the board.   Offers 

please, to Garth Bridgwood, Beds Area Group Treasurer, at garth.g1@btinternet.com or see him at 

the next Group Meeting.   Buyer collects. 

 

FOR SALE: 

Shown below are some photos of a part finished model of a semi-scale Ffestiniog England loco. 

The chassis is a modified Mamod.  The tank has been hand rolled.  The remaining parts have been 

supplied by RWM Steam and include a high-pressure boiler, lubricator, gas tank, high pressure 

cylinders and smoke box. 

If interested contact Ray Butler on 01234 342348 or by e-mail rbutler1047@btinternet.com. 

mailto:rbutler1047@btinternet.com
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